THE  EXALTATION  OF JESUS CHRIST

AS

The Only King of Saints
Rev. 15:3

Introduction

The First London Confession of Faith,  1646 edition, states this about Jesus Christ in His office as the only King of Saints:

Concerning  his Kingly Office, Christ  being  risen from the dead, and ascended into heaven, and having all power in heaven and earth, He doth spiritually govern His Church, and doth exercise His power over all Angels and men, good and bad, to the preservation  and  salvation of the Elect, and to the over-ruling and destruction of  His enemies.  By His Kingly power, He applies the benefits, virtue, and fruits of His prophesy and Priesthood to His Elect, subduing their sins, preserving and strengthening them in all their conflicts against Satan, the World, and the flesh, keeping their hearts in faith, and filial fear by His Spirit; by this His mighty power He ruleth the vessels of wrath, using, limiting and restraining them as it seems good to His infinite wisdom. 

I Cor. 15:5; I Pet. 3: 21, 22; Matt. 28: 18, 19, 29; Luke 24: 51; Acts 1:1; & 5: 30, 31; John 19: 36; Rom. 14: 9; John 5: 26, 27; Rom. 5:6, 7, 8; & 14: 17; Gal. 5: 22, 23; Mark 1: 27; Heb. 1: 14; John 16:15; Job 1:8; Rom. 1:21, 17, 18.




This His Kingly  power shall be more fully manifested, when He shall come in glory to reign among His Saints, when He shall put down all rule and authority under His  feet,  that  the glory  of  the  Father  may  be  perfectly manifested in His Son, that the glory of the Father and the Son in all His Members.  Eph. 4:17, 18; 2 Pet. 2; I Cor. 15:24, 28; Heb. 9:28; 2 Thess. 1:9, 10; I Thess. 4: 15, 16, 17; John 17: 21, 26.

Jesus Christ, the King and Potentate of Heaven and Earth.


Jesus Christ is all powerful in heaven and on earth, Matt. 28:18-20. He not only created all things, with His Father and Holy Spirit, but for His sake and pleasure they were created, Col. 1:12-18.  As the most powerful King and Potentate in heaven and on earth, Jesus Christ governs His church.  In order to accomplish His desires for His church and the honor and glory of His Father and His Holy Spirit, He exercises His Kingship: 


1.     Over all angels and men,  both good and bad, over-ruling and destroying His enemies;

  
2.      Over all acts of providence and nature.

Why This is Done

This is done so that Jesus Christ can preserve and save His elect.

 His Kingly Power Seen In Its Special Effects

The special effect of His Kingly power is, His applies to His elect the benefits,  powers and fruits of His work as Prophet and Priest. In order to His accomplishing this,  He:


1.  Subdues their sins;


2. Preserves and strengthens them in all their temptations and conflicts against  Satan, the flesh and the world; 


3.  Keeps their hearts in faith and filial fear by His Spirit;


4.  And by His almighty power He rules the vessels of wrath, using, limiting and restraining them as it seems good in His infinite wisdom.

The Kingship of Jesus Christ Opened


Jesus Christ is the only King of His people.  His Kingship is one of His special rewards from His Father, Psa. 2.  Following Christ’s passion, His Kingship is a result of His exalted state of humiliation. After His passion, He entered into His glory, Luke 24:25, 26.  He now has the Kingdom of His glory.  In the union of His divine and human natures He forever rules in the Kingdom of His glory.


Jesus Christ’s Kingdom in this world is two-fold, in the Saints, and over the saints.  The first is in the saint’s heart. The second is in the Gospel Church. Both of these reigns are spiritual. His Kingdom is not of this world, John 18:36.  At His Second Coming the Kingdoms of this world also will become the Kingdom of Jesus Christ,  Rev. 11:15. 

The Coming of Jesus Christ to Establish His Kingdom In His Saints.

When King Jesus comes and establishes His Kingdom in His saints, He comes as the total and complete  Christ, to the total and complete man.

The Total and Complete Christ  Displayed


In Jesus Christ dwells all the FULLNESS of the Godhead bodily, (not all the spirits, but the fullness) Col. 2:9-10.  His conquered saints are complete in and by Him.  In Him dwells all the promises of God for us, 2 Cor. 1:18-20.   All the various names of God in the Old Testament, written before for our learning, display the attributes and  person of Jesus Christ.  They did so only in a shadow.  He is displayed or unveiled  only  in the New Testament. 



Christ the King comes and conquers His Saints as both divine and human.
His Human Nature


In His human nature, He secures the standing and completes the union of His Saints with and in Him according to the purpose of God, 2 Tim. 1:8,9. 

His Divine Nature

In His Divine nature, He brings both His humanity and His saints,  into an eternal and inseparable union with His deity.  In His Divine nature, He completes our union to the entire Godhead by bringing His humanity into oneness with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit through His own deity.  By this grand and eternal union, He also brings His Saints into the exact same oneness with the Godhead because of their union with Him in His Humanity.

The Whole Christ is the Door

John 10:7-9


The Pasture Christ spoke about is the entire Godhead, in all Their beings, fullness, glories, blessings, powers, attributes, and promises.  This grand and eternal Pasture placed Themselves in the Humanity of Jesus Christ.   God the Father was in it, having planned to generate and empower it.   God the Holy Spirit was in it, as the Person of both the generation and the empowerment of Christ’s humanity.  Therefore, the Saints feed upon the entire Godhead, or Pasture, when they eat of Christ’s flesh and drink of His blood by faith,  John 6:48-58. 

The Door To Christ’s Deity


The Saint’s Door to Christ’s Deity is His Humanity.  The Saint’s Door to the entire Godhead is Christ, both His Deity and His Humanity.  The conquered Saints enter into Christ’s deity by first entering into Christ’s humanity.  Then, by the entire and whole Christ, they are conveyed into the entire Godhead.  In this way, the entire and whole Jesus Christ completes the entire and whole union of the Saints with the 

entire and whole Godhead,  Col. 3:1-4.

The Power of Union


By the power of our union with Christ’s humanity, we are brought into a personal, vital, experimental,  saving, and inseparable union with the entire Godhead.   By His sacred and blessed humanity, our door, we enter into the Throne room of His Deity.  By being one with His deity, through His humanity, we enter into oneness with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.  What a Door this is, and what a Pasture They are.

The Victorious Christ Comes 

to His Saints


Jesus Christ won the battle against the forces of darkness and evil.  His resurrection and exhalation are proofs.  His gives repentance to the gospel Israel and remission of sins as a proof.   His House, His Government and His ambassadors are also proofs.  When the victorious Christ comes to the saints He comes with two  credentials:


First, He comes with eternal salvation fully obtained,  Heb. 9:11,12.


Second, He comes with  the full and complete victory to the whole Saint.

Complete and Eternal Salvation

First, Christ, the King, brings within Himself, to His people, the eternal salvation which He has earned and completed, Hebrews 12:2.  There is nothing left for them to do but to enjoy it and bless and thank God for it, Ezek. 34:22-31, 36:22-38.  They enjoy it as the King works it out in their own personal experience of this great salvation, Phil. 2:11-13.   Note well, the entire second chapter of Phillippians shows that the out-working of the saints in their salvation is a part of the exhalation of Jesus Christ.  They always obey  because of their union with the obedient Christ, Who, Himself, always obeyed.  In His obedience, Heb. 5:7-9, Jesus Christ obtained the only salvation which His people, the Saints, need now or ever will need in the world to come. This salvation is experienced and manifested both now and in the world to come.  It is eternal and everlasting now and in the world to come.  It is for the saints as they are alive or dead, I Thess. 5:9,10.  This salvation which is experienced now will later so enlarge the Saints in the world to come, that they can experience, worship, and adore the entire Godhead even greater.  Because of such a full, complete, eternal and everlasting salvation, the Saints are a willing and thankful people who bless and thank God for all things, 2 Peter 1:13. Because the entire Christ has come to His Saints or Sheep, and conquered them, they know and recognize that their good works are only the manifestations of that salvation which is within and manifested without,  Isa. 26:12,  Ephesians 2:8-10,  Titus 2:11-15, 1 Peter 1:13-25.

Full and Complete Victory


Secondly, Christ, the King, comes to His Saints with the full and complete victory for the whole Saint.  In every phase of life, Christ has already fought the war and conquered all the foes, Col. 2:13-19;  Eph. 1:18-23; Romans 16:20; Matt. 12:25-29; Mark 3:23-27, Isaiah 63:1-6, Rom. 8:31-39. 

Christ Conquered the Strong Man


 He has already conquered the strong man, Satan, who did hold Christ’s Saints in his evil and dark house in an evil and dark land.  Therefore, Christ, the King, goes forth conquering and to conquer.  He conquers His people one by one and brings them out of their former land and life and establishes them in His New Land, in His New Life.


He brings salvation now to the whole or entire Saint.  Christ the King, now rules over the body of the Saint, in the mind of the Saint and in the inner-man or heart of the Saint.  

The Totality of Christ in His Saints Now

The Saints are now the flesh and bone of Jesus Christ, Eph. 5:30-33; 1 Cor. 6:11-20.  Christ’s Saints now have the mind of Christ,  Phil. 2:1-5. They now have Christ within their heart or inner man Eph. 4:20-24; Eph. 3:14-21.  The basis of Paul’s prayer for the entire man is, the total and complete salvation of Jesus Christ for the whole or entire saint, 1 Thess. 5:23, 24. 


This rule shall be enlarged in the world to come when the body of the saint will be glorified, the mind of the saint enlarged and enabled to see God more perfectly and the inner man will be released from all his conflicts with the flesh, Satan and the world.  Then, the old flesh and the world shall be no more to trouble him. Satan will be cast into the Lake of Fire to dwell for eternity.  But, he who does not have this salvation now, in a lesser way, shall not have them in the new world, in a greater way.

The Salvation Christ The King Brings


When Christ establishes His kingdom within the Saints,  the complete and total Christ comes to the complete and  total  Saint  with  a  complete  and  total Redemption that produces a complete and total Sanctification in this world and in the world to come.  This experience is not all at once, it is not all the same in all the Saints in gifts and evidences, nor do they all have the same experiences nor all the same manifestations.  But, they are made to differ by grace and serve and honor Christ according to the measure of the gift of grace.


Christ the King came into the world in order to accomplish three basic works:


1.  To save sinners, I Tim. 1:15, Luke 19:10;  Matt. 18:11;


2.  To establish and build up His own house, the gospel church; Heb. 3:6; I Tim.  3:15; 


3.  To institute all the necessary gospel ordinances by which His disciples can worship God, in spirit and in truth, I Cor. 11:1,2; John 4:21-24.

Christ The King Brings A Salvation that Saves the Saints From Their Sins.


Christ the King does not save His people to leave them in their sins, or under Satan’s dominion, nor even under the old Law’s condemnation or rule of life.  He saves His people from their sins, Matt. 1:21. Here are three basic areas concerning sin that Christ saves His Saints from:

Sin's Dominion


1.  He saves them from SIN’S DOMINION OVER THEM, Psa. 19:13; Psa. 119:133;  Rom. 6:14. Sin is said to reign, Rom. 6:12;  5:21;  Mic. 7:19.


2.  He saves them from the CAPTIVATING POWER OF SIN; Rom. 7:23, 24, 25; Rom. 8:2.  Sin and Satan can no longer take them captive.  They no longer make sin a practice in their lives.  Temptations come and they go, they do not grow into a way of life.


3.  The GUILT, CURSE and CONDEMNATION OF SIN, James 2:10; Gal. 3:13; Rom. 5:9; I Thess. 1:10, and the old Law, Rom. 6:14, 15; 7:6; Gal. 5:18; I Tim. 1:8,9; Luke 16:16. 

Why The King Does This


Christ, the King of Saints can bring such a salvation to His conquered and subdued people because He has made a full satisfaction unto God’s justice for all the sins of His people,  Isaiah 53:5-11.  Therefore, why should they be left in their sins or under sin’s dominion or sin’s captivating power? Because He has obtained eternal redemption and everlasting salvation for His Saints, Heb. 9:12; Eph. 1:14; and I Peter 1:3-5; why should He leave them either to themselves or under Satan in his world?  Does not the Good Shepherd go before His sheep and will not they follow Him  out, John 10? 

How Christ the King Does This


Christ comes with His Holy Spirit, first in the work of Conviction, John 8:9; Tit. 1:9; James 2:9; John 16:8,9.  The world here spoken of is those who have been brought to know they are without God and Christ in this world and therefore, as such, they have no hope without Him,  Eph. 2:12.

Christ’s Kingly Rule In His Saints

1.  Jesus Christ rules and reigns in His Saints.  Christ has a Kingdom within His saints,  Christ in you, except ye be reprobates, 2 Cor. 13:5.  This is a Kingship above and beyond all the powers of the Kings of this world.  They may rule here over their subjects, but they do rule IN them.  Jesus Christ first reigns in His saints and then He rules over them.


In Jesus Christ’s reign in the hearts of His saints, He opposes all things that are contrary to Himself.  There are other Lords and Kings that will try to rule in His Saint’s hearts.  They shall rule there if Christ does not subdue them.  The Saints cannot subdue these many Lords and Kings.


Satan seeks to be the Lord and Master over Christ’s Saints. Satan is the god of this World, and he rules and reigns in the hearts of the children of disobedience where  Christ does not rule.  Christ rules over them, but not within them.   

             Christ rules over Satan, but not within him.   Satan seeks to regain the Lordship and Kingship over the Saints.  But when the Lord Jesus comes, He dispossesses Satan and casts him out, first binding him and then spoiling his house.  And then, Christ keeps Satan out. Satan will make many strong assaults and throw many fiery darts at the the Saint, endeavoring, if possible, to shake the Saint’s faith.   But, Jesus Christ is the King and He is the Watchman over His Israel.  He is the Keeper of His Sheep. With Jesus Christ within, even the weak and fainting Saint,  overcomes all the laws and edicts Satan would endeavor to set over him.  Now the Saint sees all Satan’s plots and  devices to try and snare him, and beholds Christ rejecting him and his temptations because Christ rules within and destroys the dominion and  works of Satan without, I John 3:8.

